EPA DfE and GreenBlue Institute to Exhibit at ISSA/INTERCLEAN®

Exhibit to Feature Green Formulation Initiative™


ISSA encourages you to stop by the U.S. EPA DfE Program/Green Blue Institute, Booth 3195, during ISSA/INTERCLEAN® Las Vegas (October 18-21) to learn more about the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)’s Design for the Environment (DfE).

Working with ISSA and other industry representatives, the DfE initiative is designed to help foster the development and promotion of cleaning product formulations with preferred environmental and safety and health profiles.  DfE’s latest endeavor, the Green Formulation Initiative, is likewise intended to engender environmentally preferred cleaning products.


Over the years, ISSA has been an ardent supporter of EPA’s DfE Formulator Initiative, which helps guide formulators regarding formulations with a preferable environmental and health profile. 

ISSA also has worked enthusiastically with the agency on its latest effort, the DfE Green Formulation Initiative™ (GFI). In fact, ISSA Director of Legislative Affairs Bill Balek sits on the Steering Committee that oversees the development of this initiative. In addition, ISSA has provided DfE with a complimentary exhibit booth and meeting room in Las Vegas to help the agency showcase GFI, and the association recently contributed $5,000 to help ensure the continued momentum of this important initiative. 


In a recent e-mail to Balek, David DiFiore, project lead for the EPA’s DfE, acknowledged Balek and ISSA’s many efforts to recognize and encourage the DfE Formulator Program: “From providing speaking opportunities at various ISSA forums to participating in steering committees and other advisory groups, your involvement and good counsel have contributed significantly to DfE’s success in the I & I [Institutional and Industrial] cleaning product sector,” DiFiore wrote. “Thank you for once again making the extra effort to support DfE as it collaborates with your industry to develop and promote safer cleaning formulations.” 


According to Coastwide Laboratories’ Roger McFadden, ISSA’s contribution of exhibit space “not only recognizes the important work accomplished under the EPA DfE Formulator program, but also encourages more ISSA members to participate in the program.” McFadden went on to extend his appreciation for the leadership role that Balek and ISSA have taken to help encourage companies to participate in a variety of green initiatives, including the EPA DfE.

 
GFI’s aim is to foster the development and proliferation of cleaning formulations that are benign with respect to human and ecological health and safety. GFI includes a multi-stakeholder coalition of participants from the EPA and other environmental organizations, industry associations, cleaning product formulators and distributors, and raw material suppliers. 

Facilitated and managed by the Green Blue Institute, the group is collaborating to create a CleanGredients™ database of cleaning-product ingredients that will (1) help formulators identify ingredients that have potential environmental and/or human health and safety benefits, and (2) provide the opportunity for raw material producers to showcase their ingredients with environmental and human health and safety benefits. 


The database aligns broad environmental and human health goals with the cleaning product industry’s business objectives and will support formulators in producing products with human and environmental health benefits. It will be accessible at a modest cost to raw material suppliers and freely available to formulators. 


Ultimately, GFI will ensure distributors and facility service providers a robust supply of efficacious and environmentally preferable cleaners to choose from for the ultimate benefit of the owners and occupants of buildings served by the cleaning industry. 


